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ustom of the marriage is consummated on the spot, after which she

brife^ returns with k*m to ^s tent- ^ut ft sometimes happens
nong the that the woman does not wish to marry the person by whom
ad^me s'ie *s Pursued, in which case she will not suffer him to
overtake her; and we were assured that no instance occurs
of a Calmuck girl being thus caught unless she has a
partiality for her pursuer. If she dislikes him she rides, to
use the language of English sportsmen, * neck or nothing,'
until she has completely escaped, or until the pursuer's
horse is tired out, leaving her at liberty to return, to be
afterwards chased by some more favoured admirer." l The
race for the bride is found also among the Koryaks of
north-eastern Asia. It takes place in a large tent, round
which many separate compartments called pologs are arranged
in a continuous circle. The girl gets a start and is clear of
the marriage if she can run through all the compartments
without being caught by the bridegroom. The women of
the encampment place every obstacle in the man's way,
tripping him up, belabouring him with switches, and so forth,
so that he has little chance of succeeding unless the girl
wishes it and waits for him.2 Among some of the rude
indigenous tribes of the Malay Peninsula "marriage is
preceded by a singular ceremony. An old man presents
the future couple to the assembled guests, and, followed by
their families, he leads them to a great circle, round which
the girl sets off to run as fast as she can. If the young
man succeeds in overtaking her, she becomes his mate;
otherwise he loses all rights, which happens especially when
he is not so fortunate as to please his bride." s Another
writer tells us that among these savages, when there is a
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